
Introduction
Works contractor who carries out works, such as 

water works, drainage works, fire services works, 

telecommunication cabling works, landscape works 

or road resurfacing works etc., near underground 

electricity supply lines or gas pipes involving excavation 

or any other means of penetrating the ground at 

or below surface level, the underground electricity 

supply lines or gas pipes may be damaged. Damaging 

underground electricity supply lines may cause 

electrical accidents and power interruption; damaging 

underground gas pipes may lead to gas leaks, fires 

or explosions, posing risks to the workers and the  

general public. Damage to the electricity supply lines 

or gas mains may also seriously disrupt electricity 

or gas supplies to the surrounding area, causing great 

inconvenience to the general public.

To prevent captioned incidents, the Electricity Supply 

Lines (Protection) Regulation made under the Electricity 

Ordinance (Cap. 406) and Gas Safety (Gas Supply) 

Regulations under the Gas Safety Ordinance (Cap. 

51) require separately that, prior to carrying out works 

in the vicinity of underground electricity cables owned 

by electricity suppliers, or underground pipes, certain 

information relating to them should be obtained by 

the works contractor and all reasonable steps should 

be taken to ascertain the existence of these electricity 

cables or gas pipes. In the course of works, all 

reasonable measures should also be taken to protect 

these cables or gas pipes from damage. 






