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Approval of Domestic Gas Appliances

New regulations to control safety in supply and installation of domestic gas appliances, by the introduction of a mandatory approval scheme, will come into operation on 1 January 2003.  The approval scheme, to be operated by the Gas Authority, Electrical & Mechanical Services Department, the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region applies to new domestic gas appliances imported, or manufactured locally on or after 1 January 2003 for use in Hong Kong while existing appliances already in use are not affected.

· Which gas appliances are covered under the approval scheme?


All new gas appliances primarily designed, or intended to be used inside domestic premises, for example, cookers, water heaters and clothes dryers.  Portable cassette cookers fuelled by small disposable gas cylinders are also included.  Those models designed specifically for non-domestic applications; using larger volumes of gas (more than 70KW); or portable appliances for outdoor applications are not included.

· How can an approved model be identified?

A domestic gas appliance approved under the mandatory scheme will display an approved label, known as the GU Mark.  There will also be a published list of approved models.  The GU Mark serves as a means to help the public and gas installers to identify approved models of domestic gas appliances.  It signifies that such models have been produced in accordance with recognised international safety standards and subjected to local quality assurance checks in Hong Kong laboratories.
· What does the mandatory scheme mean for the gas industry?
(a) From 1 January 2003, all importers and local manufacturers of domestic gas appliances for use in Hong Kong must have appliance models approved by the Gas Authority and affix the specified mark (the GU Mark) onto the approved appliances (regulation 3B(1) of the Gas Safety (Miscellaneous) Regulations);

(b) From 1 January 2003, no person shall supply or sell non-approved appliances imported, or manufactured in Hong Kong for use in Hong Kong on or after 1 January 2003 (regulation 3B(2) of the Gas Safety (Miscellaneous) Regulations); and

(c) From 1 January 2003, registered gas installers must not install a domestic gas appliance which does not bear the specified mark (except for reinstallation of existing appliances already in service before this date) (Regulation 23(A) of the Gas Safety (Installation and Use) Regulations).

· What are the arrangements between now and 1 January 2003?

In preparation for the introduction of the mandatory approval scheme, there is a 7-month transition period commencing 1 June 2002.  This period allows importers to make necessary arrangements with overseas manufacturers and to seek early approval of domestic gas appliances from the Gas Authority before 1 January 2003.
For further information, contact Gas Standards Office at 2808 3683.
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· Who should apply

(a) An importer wishing to import a new type or model of domestic gas appliance for use in Hong Kong must apply to the Gas Authority for approval in accordance with Regulation 3B of Gas Safety (Miscellaneous) Regulations, Cap. 51.  A supplier, who supplies gas appliances for use in Hong Kong but is not directly involved in the importation of the appliances, is not required to apply to the Gas Authority for approval.

(b) A local manufacturer who wishes to manufacture and supply a new type or model of domestic gas appliance for use in Hong Kong must also apply to the Gas Authority for approval in accordance with Regulation 3B of Gas Safety (Miscellaneous) Regulations, Cap. 51.

· How to apply

Application for approval shall be submitted to the Electrical & Mechanical Services Department (EMSD).  The procedure for application is as follows:-

(a) Contact the Gas Standards Office, EMSD at 6/F, 98 Caroline Hill Road, Hong Kong to obtain an information package including a copy of Code of Practice GU05. (Tel: 2808 3212; Fax: 2576 5945; Email: info@emsd.gov.hk).

(b) Submit the application in writing together with all relevant supporting documents.  Currently, no application fees are levied for approval of domestic gas appliances.

Subsequent to an application and all necessary examination being judged as satisfactory, the Gas Authority may grant approval to the applicant to import/manufacture an appliance model for an initial period of 5 years.  Such approval may be renewed subject to revalidation for a further period of 5 years thereafter.

· Documents required

According to Conditions for Approval of Domestic Gas Appliances, at the pre-approval stage, an applicant shall submit relevant documents confirming compliance with requirements for domestic gas appliances.  These will include:-

(a) Manufacturers’ production process quality certification;

(b) Product safety standard;

(c) Certification of type-test approval by recognised certification authority;

(d) Arrangement for product surveillance in country of origin;

(e) Basic safety assessment in Hong Kong (HOKLAS) laboratories;
(f) Undertaking to supply appliance spare parts;
(g) Other requirements such as technical specification, installation and servicing instructions, user instructions, labeling of domestic gas appliances, etc.

Upon granting of initial approval by way of notification, the applicant shall comply with the post-approval conditions which will include arrangements for:-
(a) Certification of compliance for imported shipments;
(b) Display of GU Mark on approved appliance models;

(c) Packaging of appliances;
(d) Undertaking of quality assurance in Hong Kong;

(e) Maintenance of procedure manual of remedial measures;

(f) Revalidation of appliance model for renewal of approval.
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Code of Practice GU05

Electrical and Mechanical Services Department, in conjunction with the gas industry has compiled a Code of Practice (GU05) which describes detailed requirements for approval of domestic gas appliances.  Recognised international and national standards, are utilised throughout the Code but local measures which focus on quality and safety of gas appliances are also included.  Main topics of the Code include:

· Selection of manufacturers and certification

Section 3 contains the requirements that manufacturer’s production processes must incorporate a quality system certified to international and national standards; the appliance model be type-certified to internationally recognised safety standards by a certification authority and be subject to product surveillance; and each shipment must be accompanied by a certificate of compliance.

· Requirements for domestic gas appliances

Section 4 contains safety requirements for domestic gas appliances.  Specific requirements for the supply of spare parts, installation and servicing instructions, user instructions, labeling, display of GU Mark and product packaging are also included.

· Initial type-approval of gas appliances under the Gas Safety Ordinance, Cap. 51

Section 5 outlines the application procedure to include the submission of relevant certificates and requirements for basic safety assessment to be undertaken in Hong Kong.

· Quality assurance and revalidation


Section 6 outlines minimum quality assurance standards to be observed by importers and requirements for revalidation.
· Remedial measures for unsafe gas appliances


Section 7 outlines minimum remedial measures agreed with the industry which must be taken by importers or local manufacturers in the event that supplied gas appliances are subsequently identified to be unsafe.  Three phases, namely planning, implementation and post-remedial action are described in detail.

Persons who may have an interest in importing or manufacturing domestic gas appliances should contact the Gas Standards Office to obtain the Code of Practice GU05. (Tel: 2808 3212; Fax: 2576 5945; Email: info@emsd.gov.hk)

For further information, contact Gas Standards Office at 2808 3683.
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Penalties for Non-compliance
The objective of the Approval Scheme is to enhance public safety and therefore the same penalty level applies for an offence, regardless of whether non-compliance relates to commercial purpose or personal use.  However, the under-noted penalty levels are the maximum penalties, and it is up to the court to decide the exact amount of penalty having regard to the particular circumstances of each case.

· Any person who fails to comply with mandatory requirements relating to the importation, manufacture in Hong Kong, sale and supply of domestic gas appliances for use in Hong Kong will be liable 1 (regulation 3B(3) of the Gas Safety (Miscellaneous Regulations) to:-

(a)
a maximum fine at level 6 ($100,000) and one-year imprisonment on first conviction;

(b)
a maximum fine of $200,000 and one-year imprisonment on any subsequent conviction; and

(c)
a maximum daily penalty of $10,000 in the case of a continuing offence.

· The above penalties will also apply 2 in the case of:-

(a)
non-compliance with the requirements for remedial actions when the approval of a type or model of appliance is withdrawn on the ground that the type or model has shown to be prejudicial to the safety of the members of the public 3 (regulation 3D(2) of the Gas Safety (Miscellaneous) Regulations); and,

(b)
the unauthorized use of the GU Mark (regulation 3F(3) Gas Safety (Miscellaneous) Regulations).
· Any person who installs a new, non-approved domestic gas appliance will be liable 1 on conviction to maximum fine (regulation 23A of the Gas Safety (Installation and Use) Regulations) at level 3 ($10,000).
Notes

1.
On, or after, 1 January 2003.

2.
On, or after, 1 June 2002.

3.
Aggrieved parties have a right to appeal against the Gas Authority’s decision (regulation 3E of the Gas Safety (Miscellaneous) Regulations).  Nevertheless, in the interest of public safety, the Gas Authority’s decision to withdraw the approval of a type or model of domestic gas appliance will take effect immediately, notwithstanding that an appeal has been or may be made against that decision.
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