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All Registered Lift & Escalator Contractors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 

Circular No. 10/97 
Fire Prevention in Carrying Out 

Lifts/Escalators Works 
 

  Further to my Circular No. 9/97, I enclose herewith a copy each of the following 
practice notes issued by the Building Authority on 18.7.1997 for your attention: 
 

(i) Practice Note for Authorized Persons and Registered Structural Engineers 
209-Maintenance and Replacement Works of Lift Installations 

 
(ii) Practice Note for Registered Contractors 36 - Maintenance and 

Replacement Works of Lift Installations. 
 
The practice notes stipulate the fire safety requirements for protecting the integrity 

of lift shafts in order to inhibit the spread of fire between floor compartments through the lift 
shafts and openings.  As decided in the working group comprising representatives of relevant 
Government departments and lift & escalator contractors associations, 1 hour FRP hoarding and 
scaffoldings constructed of non-combustible materials should be used in accordance with the 
practice notes, for lift maintenance or replacement works tendered on or after 1.8.1997.  Other 
safety requirements in the practice notes are to be followed with immediate effect.  You should 
ensure that all safety requirements are complied with as appropriate. 

 
In this connection, please provide in two weeks time a list of all the projects, 

involving breach of lift well compartmentation and scaffoldings, which you have tendered for 
before 1.8.1997 for our record. 

 



The "Notice of commencement of lift works involving major alteration or lift 
replacement in existing building" has been amended as attached to show the contact person, the 
period of time for conducting hot work, and the Fireman's lift involved.  To facilitate the 
arrangement of site inspection by relevant Government departments, the attached new form 
"Notice of conducting major hot work in lift well for lift major alteration or lift replacement in 
existing building" has been designed for you to notify the various Government departments of the 
date & time for conducting major hot work (i.e. hot work lasting for 1 day or more) with at least 
1 working day's notice.  Please use the two forms for notifying the relevant departments as 
appropriate in future. 

 
Furthermore, a seminar would be held to introduce to the concerned organisations 

the new requirements for fire prevention in carrying out lift works.  You are cordially invited to 
nominate representatives (max. 2 nos.) of your company to attend the seminar:- 

 
Date:  14 August 1997 
Time:  2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
Venue: Room 410, 4/F, Apprentice Training Centre, Low Block  

Electrical & Mechanical Services Department Headquarters 
98, Caroline Hill Road 
Causeway Bay 
Hong Kong 

Speakers: Officers of relevant Government departments 
Subject: (1) Safety and health associated with welding and cutting 

(2) Practice Note on Maintenance and Replacement Works of 
Lift Installations 

(3) Fire protection at construction site 
Language: Cantonese 
 
Please complete the attached reply slip and return it to us by fax on/before 

9.8.1997. 
 
          Yours faithfully, 
 
 
          (G.M.W. CHUI) 
      for Director of Electrical & Mechanical Services 
c.c. AD/BS 
       D of Housing (Attn.: TS/1) 
       S for W (Attn.: Mr. C.W. LAU) 
       C of Labour (Attn.:  Mr. CHAN Wing-cheung) 
       D of Fire Services (Attn.: Mr. CHU Man-chun) 
       D of Buildings (Attn.: Mr. CHOW Kim-ping Alex) 
 
WLC/GMWC/tlp 

 
























