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What to Do if a Concealed Pipe is

Accidentally Damaged and a Gas
Leak Occurs?
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Emergency control valve upstream of gas meter

If possible, the consumer should stop the gas flow
immediately by turning off the emergency control valve
upstream of the gas meter to cut off gas supply. Extinguish
all naked flames and open all windows and doors widely to
disperse the leaked gas. Do not use the telephone or
operate any electrical switches. If the gas leakage is
serious, leave the premises at once and notify your
neighbours to evacuate, but do not press any

doorbells. Leave the building by the
staircase, dial 999 to notify the Fire
Services Department and wait for
emergency service people to
attend the scene.
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What to Do if a Concealed Conduit
is Accidentally Damaged?
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If a concealed conduit is damaged accidentally, the
consumer should switch off the main switch of the flat,
affix suitable warning notice near the affected area and
provide appropriate isolation screen to avoid
inadvertent contact of the affected installation by
others. The consumer shall also arrange for a registered
electrical contractor to carry out repairing work. The
registrar of registered electrical contractors is available
for inspection at:

(i) EMSD's web site: www.emsd.gov.hk;

(i) Public Enquiry Service Centres of District Offices;
or

(iii) EMSD's Customer Services Office at G/F 3 Kai
Shing Street, Kowloon.
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How Do | Further Enquire?
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For further information on gas or electrical installations,
please contact your registered gas contractors or
registered electrical contractors/workers. You may
also call 1823 Citizen's Easy Link or browse the EMSD
web site at:
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Electrical and Mechanical Services Department
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3 Kai Shing Street, Kowloon, Hong Keng

EB5h Tel 1823
EHEL E-mail: info@emsd.gov.hk

Ed Fre
Gas Authority

{BE Fox: 2576 5945
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Electricity Legislation Division
{EE Fax: 2895 4929
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Know More about Gas and Electrical Safety
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Causes of Damage
to Concealed Pipes
and Conduits
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Decoration works (such as replacement of old concealed
gas pipes, water pipes, conduits and fire service
installations, and even landscaping) carried out in
housing estates and flats often involve drilling or
penetration of walls. Since many gas pipes and conduits
are installed inside walls, damage to concealed pipes
and conduits arising from the penetration of walls may
cause gas leaks, electric shocks, etc., which will
endanger the workers and the public. This leaflet
provides general safety guidelines on decoration works
involving drilling and penetration of walls in order to
avoid damage to concealed gas pipes or conduits and
hazards to the workers and the public.
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Points to Note for
Consumers
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supply gas to individual
Part of them may
be concealed inside walls. In
general, owners are responsible
for regular inspection and
maintenance of installation
pipes downstream of gas meters
while  gas  suppliers are
responsible for the inspection of
service pipes upstream of gas
meters. Gas suppliers provide
regular safety inspections of
service pipes, installation pipes
and gas installations once every
18 months for consumers. For
maintenance issues, please refer
to  our leaflet "Regular
Inspection and Maintenance of
Service Risers and Installation
Pipes".
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Electric cables concealed in floors, ceilings or
walls are installed inside metal or plastic conduits, which
form parts of a fixed electrical installation. According to
the Electricity Ordinance (Cap. 406), all works involving
fixed electrical installations (including installation,
commissioning, inspection, testing, maintenance,

modification, repair, monitoring and certification) must
be carried out by registered electrical contractors and
registered electrical workers.
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When decoration works are carried
out, consumers are reminded to urge contractors and
workers to take reasonable steps to avoid damage to
concealed pipes and conduits. If the works involve fixed
electrical installations, consumers have to make sure that
the contractor employed is a registered electrical
contractor; and if the works involve gas installations,
consumers have to make sure that the contractor
employed is a registered gas contractor.

KEFRMER R ETENEIR
Points to Note for
Decoration Contractors
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Decoration contractors should pay attention to the gas
and electrical installations in the flats to be decorated,
especially the installed locations of the gas emergency
controls and electricity distribution boards, so that gas or
electricity supply can be cut off in emergency situations.
Before the floors, ceilings or walls are drilled or
penetrated, you can consult the gas supplier or the
property management office on the alignments of
concealed pipes. Prior to drilling or penetrating the walls
concealing them, you should further confirm the
locations of such pipes and conduits. Exercise care in the
operation, and in case of doubt, hand tools should be
used instead of power tools. Before work execution, you
may also use metal detectors to detect the exact
positions of concealed pipes and conduits to avoid
damaging them.
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