WETEE
EMSD (Eat



jou]
e ER - IR IR
Your Car and the Environment
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The carbon dioxide emitted each year from your car could be
twice of its weight. Carbon dioxide in the atmosphere instigates

Greenhouse Effect. Other emissions from a car such as particulates, hydrocarbons, and
nitrogen oxides would also affect urban air quality and result in the formation of smog.

You can help limit these undesirable effects by being a smart driver. What's more, you
save yourself a large amount of fuel expenses. If you observe some useful guidelines in
choosing and using your car, you can minimise fuel consumption as well as the emission
of pollutants and greenhouse gas.
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Advice on Selecting a Car
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R The decisions you make when buying a car will save you
R R fuel for years to come:

* Do you need a car? - Consider public transportation or
walk to your regular destinations instead of driving.

° Buy a car with right capacity and engine size - The
penalty for any excess is extra fuel expenses.

° Buy a car with energy label - Compare the fuel consumption of different cars
before making your purchasing decision. Ask the dealer for fuel consumption
rating of a car if it does not have an energy label.

* Consider buying alternative fuel vehicles - They usually consume less fuel and
produce a smaller quantity of greenhouse gas and pollutants.
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Advice on Using a Car
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If you drive less and use your car more efficiently, you can save fuel:

* Plan your journey - Avoid congested roads, steep hills, road construction, etc.
Group short journeys and minimise idling time of your car.
= Do not drive for short trips - Consider public transportation

or walk to a nearby destination.

¢ Share your car with others - Take on neighbours, friends or
colleagues who travel on the same route, or take the car of
others and leave your car at home.

° Park-and-ride at railway station - Use public transportation

as often as possible. Drive only for trips where no public
transportation is available.
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Advice on Energy Efficient Driving
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You save fuel if you observe some good practices in driving and maintenance, such as:

 Avoid unnecessary acceleration and over-speeding - Accelerate

smoothly and maintain a steady speed.

 Use air-conditioning sparingly - Use flow-through ventilation or
open the windows to reduce the use of air-conditioning.

« Switch off when idling - Drive off as soon as possible after starting. Switch off your
engine if you are idling for a long time.

» Do not carry unnecessary articles or car fittings - The extra weight results in fuel
wastage and unnecessary emissions.

¢ Close windows when travelling at high speed - This will decrease aerodynamic drag.

» Maintain your car properly - Service your car regularly and keep it well tuned. Keep
your car in top operating condition.

* Maintain correct tyre pressure - Inspect your tyres regularly and inflate
them to the correct pressure as recommended by the manufacturer.

ERBEEH Useful Reference

- FHMEBEER Fuel Economy Calculator :
- RIMFAREEERMEEER B Energy Efficiency Labelling Scheme for Petrol Passenger Cars
- BEREBEEERG Energy Consumption Benchmarking Tool

- HETRESH
+ EMSD Homepage

- BERE N E AR
+ EnergyLand Homepage

http://www.emsd.gov.hk

http://www.energyland.emsd.gov.hk
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