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The Buildings Energy Efficiency Ordinance (Cap.610) (the “Ordinance”) was first came into full implementation since 21 September 2012 to require
the compliance with code of practice? concerning the energy efficiency of building services installations ' and energy audits in respect of several
types of buildings. The Buildings Energy Efficiency (Amendment) Ordinance 2025 was published in the Gazette on 20 June 2025, which would be
implemented in two stages on 20 September 2025 and 20 September 2026 respectively.
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The Ordinance mainly regulates:

e 13 types (will added to 15 types by 20 September 2026) of buildings to comply
with the energy efficiency standards of building services installations stipulated in
the Code of Practice for Energy Efficiency of Building Services Installation when
they are newly constructed or when major retrofitting works are carried out; and

2 types (will added to 11 types by 20 September 2026) of buildings to conduct
energy audits in accordance with the Code of Practice for Building Energy Audit at
intervals no longer than 10 years (will shorten to 5 years by 20 September 2026).
For energy audits commenced on or after 20 September 2026, certain technical
information in the energy audit reports are required to disclose.
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1 The concerned building services installations are air-conditioning installations, electrical installations, lift and escalator installations,
and lighting installations.

2 Viz. the Code of Practice for Energy Efficiency of Building Services Installation and the Code of Practice for Building Energy Audit
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For further details, please visit the EMSD’s website:
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To uplift the overall buildings energy efficiency standard in Hong Kong, the Electrical and
Mechanical Services Department (“"EMSD") conducts triennial updates to the two Codes?
under the Ordinance in consultation with the trade. The energy efficiency standards of
the latest 2024 version of the Codes are 20% higher than the 2015 version. Compared
to the 2015 version, we estimate that the 2024 version will help save about 5.4 billion
kilowatt-hours (kWh) of electricity per year in buildings in Hong Kong in 2035.
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