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Inclusion of Data Centre into

the regulatory scope of energy efficiency standard
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Considering the high electricity consumption of data centres, and that more of
them will complete as Hong Kong continues to spearhead the development of
smart city, Buildings Energy Efficiency (Amendment) Ordinance 2025 extending
the coverage of energy efficiency standards to all data centres. This would mean to
expand the scope of regulated buildings under the Ordinance from the current 13
types of buildings to 15 (listed at Annex A).
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The development of data centres in Hong Kong has been growing fast in T
recent years. As at mid-2024, the floor area of data centres has reached 970 MSREES
000 m2, accounting to about 4.4% of Hong Kong’s total electricity 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

consumption of buildings.
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Data Centre electricity consumption grows annually
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) ) o What constitutes as “building that is occupied
Extending the coverage of regulation on energy efficiency standard to fully cover principally as a data centre”?

data centre would be implemented on 20 September 2026. e . . o . e
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The Electrical and Mechanical Services o —fRARER YN RIS L E B — A E IR AT
Department  (EMSD) will  conduct  its %\éé/ ZREY G R AT EERBUR O RRMG AR ESRY) o
promotional and outreach efforts, timely _ Ans.: This refers to a building that is primarily constructed for data center use.
informing relevant bwldmg owners of the Generally, if more than half of the gross floor area of a building is used for
latest  statutory  requirements  and data centers, the building is considered as a “building that is occupied
providing technical support to assist in principally as a data centre”

compliance with the new legislation. 1 eee I

2. AIBEEFREEPORAEMGANTIREEYNES?
What constitutes as “a portion of an industrial building that is
occupied principally as a data centre”?
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For further details, please visit the EMSD’s website: Ans.: This refers to data centers accommodated within industrial buildings.
https://www.emsd.gov.hk/beeo/ Generally, these data centers are mainly converted from units of existing

industrial buildings. Since 2012, the government has put in place several
concessionary measures to boost the land supply for data centre
development, including waiving fees for converting parts of an eligible
industrial building for data centre use by Lands Department.
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A unit of an industrial building accommodates a server room used to
support the unit's industrial equipment and office operations. Is this
server room considered as “a portion of an industrial building that is
occupied principally as a data centre”?

https://www.emsd.gov.hk/beeo/
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! They are mostly high-tier data centres, and tend to concentrate in places like Tseung Kwan O, E > — ARG FEIRY/\ER 9 25 - BBEEN IEFE(EBURR LA »

Tsuen Wan, Kwai Chung, Shatin and Chai Wan.
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Ans.: This kind of server room is set up to support the operation of industrial
equipment or office within the industrial unit. It generally occupies a small
portion of the industrial unit's space and is obviously not for the primarily
use as data centre. Therefore, this kind of server room will not consider as
“a portion of an industrial building that is occupied principally as a data
centre” .
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If the owner of data centre building leases out some portions (such as
data halls) for other uses, are the tenants required to carry out energy
audits of such portions of the data centre building?
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Ans.: According to the Ordinance, the owner of a building must case an energy
audit to be carried out in accordance to section 22 in respect of the central
building services installations of the building. Therefore in such case, the
tenants are not required to carry out energy audits for the leased portion of
the data centre.

MRXTREREEPOLBLMATEEE ZRBEFOEREY
ERAEETRRRER?

If the owner of a data centre building leases out the whole building to
someone else for management and operation, is the data centre
building required to carry out energy audit?
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Ans.: According to the Ordinance, the owner of a building must case an energy
audit to be carried out in accordance to section 22 in respect of the central
building services installations of the building. It is recommended that
owner of the data centre to confirm the energy audit arrangements with the
tenant before leasing out the whole building. If necessary, clearly specifying
the arrangement in the lease document.
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If the owner of a data centre inside an industrial building leases out some

portions (such as data halls) for other uses, are the tenants required to
carry out energy audits of such portions of the data centre building?
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Ans.: According to the Ordinance, the owner of a building must case an energy
audit to be carried out in accordance to section 22 in respect of the central
building services installations of the building. Therefore in such case, the
tenants are not required to carry out energy audits for the leased portion of
the data centre.
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If the owner of a data centre inside an industrial building leases out the
whole data centre to someone else for management and operation, is
the data centre required to carry out energy audit?
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Ans.: According to the Ordinance, the owner of a building must case an energy
audit to be carried out in accordance to section 22 in respect of the central
building services installations of the building. It is recommended that owner
of the data centre to confirm the energy audit arrangements with the tenant
before leasing out the whole building. If necessary, clearly specifying the
arrangement in the lease document.

BIEHPOINREFLLER BRRETRIFEER?

Is energy audit required for a data centre ceased operation?
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Ans.: According to the Ordinance, the owner of a building may apply to the
Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services for an exemption of any
building services installation in the building from the energy audit
requirement for heritage conservation or technical or operational reasons,
undesirable or impracticable for the installation to comply with the
requirement.
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MizR 1 sTEREESYIFIESEITEER(ETIZR Schedule 1 Prescribed Buildings Required for compliance with the
BN ESBR R R T RN EE energy efficiency standards of building services
installations when newly constructed or carrying out
1. EEESEY major retrofitting works
2. HFREREERYNNIEEEEIERZRIED 1. Commercial building
3. BETERE 2. Aportion of composite building that is not for residential or industrial
4. EEEREVNA RS Hee
P S fe o /N /N 3. Hotel or guesthouse . . o
5 HRERBERVMNEEERIRRENH N MBS 4. Common area of a residential building
6. TLTEREZJYINARME 5.  Common area of a portion of a composite building that is for
7 TS FATIE BB EREEY) residential orindfustriacljuse i
5 s . 5 5 6. Common area of an industrial building
8. IEFERAMLANEEY (QFEtEIERTERY 7. Building that is occupied principally for education purpose
i) RAE2{E S 2 pL 2@ _E it 5 b A4 & IR RS 8. Building thatis occupied principally as a community building including
) a community hall and social services centre and composite building
. PR N occupied as two or more such places
9. TEFMEARMERIERY (BRfD AR BE 9. Building that is occupied principally as a municipal services building
BB SRS X LR R EREES) » RIE2E 52 HL21E including a market, cooked food centre, library, cultural centre and
_Eatiith 5 T b B4R S iR R ERY) indoor games hall and composite building occupied as two or more
10. TEFRERRIEERREAATNEANREY OERR = e |
N p N . Building that is occupied principally for medical and health care
SRR ALY services including a hospital, clinic and rehabilitation centre
11. AMFEE N EE R /EERNTEANEAIFEEEE S 4R A 11. Building that is owned by the Government and used principally for the
B zREEY) accommodation of people during the performance of any function of
RPN, the Government
12. BIBHEEAE 12. Passenger terminal building of an airport
13. BEREL 13. Railway station

Newly added:

A : 14. Building that is occupied principally as a data centre

14. FE2EEURROREMGANESEY 15. Portion of an industrial building that is occupied principally as a data
15. FEEBUER O AEMEAN T RIS D centre
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Time table for the extending the coverage of regulation on energy efficiency

standard to fully cover data centre (Building of type 14 and 15 of Schedule 1 of
the Amendment Ordinance)

TEEIEZEY) New Building Construction
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RETRENDES 2mERHE RELRRHEEE
20 September 2026 After Amendment

Before Amendment Ordinance takes effect
Issuance on consent to the
commencement of building works

Ordinance takes effect
Issuance on consent to the
commencement of building works

e e

Amendment Ordinance
fully implement
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regulatory scope
g Y P (1) submit Stage 1 Declaration within 2 months after

the day the consent to the commencement of building works
for the superstructure construction of the building is given
(2) submit Stage 2 Declaration within 4 months after the day
on which the occupation approval is issued in respect of the
building

FER(ETIE Major retrofitting works
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Before Amendment 20 September 2026 After Amendment
Ordinance takes effect Amendment Ordinance Ordinance takes effect
Finish major retrofitting works fully implement Finish major retrofitting works
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Not include in BITHRERE

regulatory scope .
g yscop Obtain a Form of Compliance from

e T2 () EMSD
REA in respect of the installation

within 2 months WETEE
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Electrical and Mechanical Services Department
3 Kai Shing Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong
BE2E Tel: (852) 3757 6156 fH#E Fax: (852) 2890 6081
#84HE Website: https:/Avww.emsd.gov.hk/beeo/
BB Email: mbec@emsd.gov.hk



