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Basic Housing Unit Regulatory Regime
Installation Guideline for Individual Electricity Meters
at Subdivided Units in Residential Buildings
(December 2025 Edition)

Introduction

The Basic Housing Units Ordinance (Cap. 658) was gazetted on 3 October
2025 and will come into operation on 1 March 2026 (except Part 2 of
the Ordinance). Under the Basic Housing Unit regulatory regime, a
subdivided unit in residential building (hereinafter referred to as "SDU")
have to comply with the relevant minimum standards of living conditions
and obtain Basic Housing Unit recognition before it can be legally let out
(including tenancies and licences to occupy under any agreement), so as
to ensure that the SDU provides a safe, hygienic and reasonable living
condition. According to the Basic Housing Units Ordinance, one of the
minimum standards is that each SDU shall be provided with an individual
electricity meter provided exclusively by the power company (i.e. The CLP
Power Hong Kong Limited or Hongkong Electric Company, Limited) for
that particular unit. Please refer to Figure 1 for a picture of individual
electricity meter of power company.

Pursuant to section 84 of the Basic Housing Units Ordinance, the
Secretary of Housing may publish the Code of Practice on the Minimum
Standards of Living Conditions under the Basic Housing Unit Regulatory
Regime to provide practical guidance on how SDUs can meet the
minimum standards of living conditions. The requirement of individual
electricity meter is stipulated in paragraph 4.10 of the said Code of
Practice. The Basic Housing Units Ordinance and the Code of Practice
could be accessed via the Basic Housing Units thematic webpage of the
Housing Bureau. (website: https://www.bhu.gov.hk/eng)

This Guideline aims to provide clear and easy to understand guideline on
individual electricity meter to the SDUs owners/operators or Registered
Electrical Contractors to facilitate them to comply with the requirements
of the Basic Housing Units Ordinance, Electricity Ordinance and the
power  companies. Please refer to  the  hyperlink
https://www.emsd.gov.hk for the Electricity Ordinance.




2.1
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3.1

Application Procedure

SDUs shall apply for an electricity meter from the power company in the
same way as ordinary domestic units. The power companies have
formulated dedicated application procedures and forms specifically for
individual electricity meters for SDUs. In addition, the power companies
have also prepared thematic webpages providing information on
applying for individual electricity meters. The owners/operators of SDUs
may access the thematic webpage of power companies via the QR Codes
in Paragraph 8 of this Guideline.

Owners/operators of SDUs shall submit the application form and relevant
information through the dedicated application procedure formulated by
the power company. The power company will respond and follow up
after reviewing the application and information, including requesting
sufficient information, checking the Work Completion Certificate (Form
WR1), arranging inspection of electrical installations, connecting supply
and installing the individual electricity meter(s). Owners/operators are
advised to submit the application for individual electricity meter(s) as early
as possible to allow sufficient time for follow-up with the power
company. Please refer to Figure 2 for the flow chart for the application
of individual electricity meter(s) for SDUs.

Engagement of Reqistered Electrical Contractor

Owners/operators of SDUs shall engage Registered Electrical Contractor
(REC) in accordance with the Electricity Ordinance to carry out the
electrical works related to the individual electricity meter. The registered
electrical contractor is also required to assist owners/operators of SDUs
in preparing and submitting the application form and relevant
information to the power company. The owners/operators of SDUs may
access the latest REC register on the EMSD webpage via the QR Code
below. (https://www.emsd.gov.hk )




4 Works of the REC

4.1 The electrical work related to individual electricity meter(s) of SDUs shall
comply with the relevant statutory requirement on fixed electrical
installation of Electricity Ordinance like other ordinary residential flats.
The owners/operators of SDUs shall engage REC to inspect and test the
fixed electrical installations connected to the individual electricity meter
(e.g., distribution board, residual current device, power switches, socket
outlets and wiring for any damage) and issue a valid Work Completion
Certificate (Form WR1) to confirm that the fixed electrical installation (i)
complies with the requirements of the Electricity Ordinance, (ii) safe to
use and (ii) also installed with appropriate electrical safety protective
device(s). Please refer to Figure 2 for the sample of Work Completion
Certificate (Form WR1).

4.2  REC shall confirm the electrical circuits of each SDUs are separated to
cater the operation of individual electricity meter(s). All the fixed
electrical installations shall comply with the requirement as mentioned in
Paragraph 4.1 above.

4.3 If owners/operators of SDUs plan to increase the approved loading' of
the principal flat?, the owners/operators of SDUs shall obtain the written
agreement on the installation location of individual electricity meter(s)
from the owners/stakeholders of the common area of the building in
advance (e.g. written agreement of the Incorporated Owner or owners
of other flats of the building). The relevant written agreement shall be
submitted to power company.

4.4 If the owners/operators of SDUs plan to rewire or change the power
supply arrangement of the SDU(s), the REC shall design the electrical
circuits of the SDUs fixed electrical installations based on the approved
loading of the principal flat, number of SDUs and associated fixed
electrical installation arrangement. The REC shall submit the load
assessment and electrical wiring schematic to the power company along
with the application form. Please refer to Figure 4 for a typical MCB

1 Approved loading means the maximum current demand approved by an power company in respect
of a fixed electrical installation
2 |n relation to a subdivided unit, means the flat in which the subdivided unit is located
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Board arrangement of SDU.

In addition, the REC shall ensure the installation design of individual
electricity meter(s) comply with the requirement of power company.
The REC shall assist the owners/operators of SDUs to submit the
application of individual electricity meter(s) to power company which
include the completion of application form and preparation of relevant
information. Please refer to the concerned webpage of power company
for details.

The Installation Location of Individual Electricity Meters

Individual electricity meter(s) is normally installed in the common area of
building (i.e. outside the principal flat). In view of the special conditions
of SDUs, power company allows the individual electricity meter(s) to be
installed at the shared part in the principal flat (e.g. shared corridor in the
flat) subject to relevant requirements of power company.

If the individual electricity meter(s) is to be installed at the shared corridor
in the principal flat, the installation location of the individual electricity
meter(s) has to comply with fire safety requirement in paragraph 4.4 of
the Code of Practice on the Minimum Standards of Living Conditions
under the Basic Housing Unit Regulatory Regime (e.g. the clear
headroom of the shared corridor must be at least 2m and the floor must
be free of any fixed obstructions. The clear width of the shared corridor
leading to the SDUs must be not less than 0.75m or 1.05m depending
on the situation of individual flat).  Please refer to Figure 5 for a diagram
that illustrates the installation of individual electricity meter(s) at the
shared corridor in the principal flat.

If the individual electricity meter(s) is to be installed common area of the
building, the owners/operators of SDUs shall obtain the written
agreement on the installation location of individual electricity meter(s)
from the owners/stakeholders of the common area of the building in
advance (e.g. written agreement of the Incorporated Owner or owners
of other flats of the building). The relevant written agreement shall be
submitted to power company. Please refer to Figure 6 for a diagram
that illustrates the installation of individual electricity meter(s) at the



common area of building (e.g. electricity meter room, common corridor,
common staircase)

5.4  Owners/operators of SDUs shall engage REC to review the relevant
installation design of individual electricity meter(s) to ensure the
installation design comply with the requirement of power company
which include work space, installation location, reception of individual
electricity meter signal3, etc.

6 Important Notes for Installing Individual Electricity Meters

6.1 The time for installing individual electricity meter vary due to the
respective scope of work and complexity. Owners/operators of SDUs
should submit the application for individual electricity meter(s) to power
company as soon as possible in order to allow sufficient time for
following up the respective matters with power company. In addition
to the time for application, it would usually require one working day for
conducting the respective electrical work for each SDUs.  The
integration of the electrical circuits of the SDUs and relevant check would
also take one working day. Upon the completion of the electrical work,
REC shall issue Form WR1 and arrange power company to inspect and
connect power supply for the installation of individual electricity meter(s).

6.2  In order to conduct the electrical works in safe condition, REC may have
to suspend the electricity supply of SDUs intermittently in the course of
electrical work. Hence, the power supply of SDUs may be affected and
owners/operators of SDUs should make corresponding arrangement
accordingly.

7 Other Important Notes

7.1 For ensuring electrical safety, Owners/operators of SDUs should engage
REC to inspect and test the fixed electrical installations of SDUs
periodically, and also issue Work Completion Certificate (Form WR1).

3 The individual electricity meter(s), installed in shared part of principal flat, have to receive individual
electricity meter signal for its operation.



7.2 Owners/operators of SDUs shall remind tenants to use the electrical
products properly and maintain the electrical products in accordance
with the recommendations of the respective manufacturers.

7.3 Owners/operators of SDUs shall remind tenants to use adaptors and
extension units that are complied with the safety requirements, and the
safe usage of these items.

8 QR Code of Relevant Webpages, Enquiry Telephone Numbers and e-
mail Addresses

QR Code of enquiry e-mail addresses
Relevant telephone
Webpages numbers

Individual Electricity 1823 info@emsd.gov.hk
Meter webpage of

EMSD

BHU Thematic
Webpage of HB

3611 0248 bhu@hb.gov.hk

Individual Electricity 2629 8908 csd@clp.com.hk
Meter Webpage of

CLP

Individual Electricity 2887 3411 bhu@hkelectric.com
Meter Webpage of

HKE

EMSD
December 2025
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Figure 2 - flow chart for the application of individual electricity meter for SDUs

Owner/Operator engages REC to (i) assist in the application of individual
electricity meter(s) to power company, (ii) inspect and test the fixed electrical
installations of the SDUs that will be connected to the individual electricity
meter, (iii) review the installation design of the individual electricity meter(s)

and (iv) conduct other electrical work (if applicable).

v

REC completes the inspection and test, then issues the Form WR1. REC

confirms the installation design complies with the requirements of the

Electricity Ordinance and the relevant requirements of power company.

v

REC assists the owner/operator to complete the application form and prepare

the relevant information for submitting to power company (Note)

!

Power company provides feedback to the owner/operator after reviewing the

application which may request the owner/operator to:
- provide supplementary information (if applicable)
- coordinate the installation location (if applicable)

- coordinate the increase of approved loading (if applicable)

v

Power company confirms the approval of the application for individual

electricity meter(s).

!

Power company checks the Form WR1 and arranges (i) inspection of electrical

installation, (ii) connection of power supply and (iii) installation of individual

electricity meter(s).

Note: The relevant information to be provided includes stakeholders’ written agreement (if applicable), floor plan of
the principal flat with the location and height of individual electricity meter(s) and relevant photos, electrical wiring

diagram. Please refer to the power company thematic webpage for details.



Figure 3 - Work Completion Certificate (Form WR1)
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Figure 4 for a typical MCB Board arrangement of SDU
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Note: Based on the minimum area of SDU of 8 m?, each SDU is recommended to
be installed with at least 5 socket outlets of 13A. The REC should increase
the quantity of socket outlets based on the actual condition (e.g. increase in

area).



Figure 5 - individual electricity meter(s) installed at the shared corridor in the
principal flat

Common part of the
principal building

Subdivided unit

The orange rectangle represents the individual

electricity meter(s) location. The installation Subdivided unit

location of electricity meter(s) shall comply with
the fire safety requirement in paragraph 4.4 of the
Code of Practice on the Minimum Standards of
Living Conditions under the Basic Housing Unit

Regulatory Regime

Figure 6 - individual electricity meter(s) installed at the common area of building
(e.g. electricity meter room, common corridor, common staircase)

Common part of the
principal building

Subdivided unit

The orange rectangle represents the
individual electricity meter(s) location.

Owners/operators of SDUSs shall obtain

the written agreement from the Subdivided unit

owners/stakeholders of the common area
of the building (e.g. written agreement of
the Incorporated Owner or owners of

other flats of the building).






