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Question:

The Electrical and Mechanical Services Department (EMSD) will step up inspection and
enforcement actions, public education and publicity efforts to enhance the safety of lifts and
escalators in 2009-10 . What is the establishment in EMSD to handle these works in 2009-10?
What is the associated expenditure and the work plan in ihe coming year?

Asked by:  Hon. KAM Nai-wai

Reply:

In 2009-10, EMSD will continue to step up the level of inspection from one-out-of-ten in the past

to one-out-of-seven at present. As a result, the number of inspection of lifts and escalators in year
2009-10 will be increased from 7 502 to 9 930. Inihisregard, an additional amount of S3 million
will be redeployed within the Development Bureau in 2009-10 to the Department to acquire
additional manpower ofone engineer and seven inspectors to take on ihe additional inspection and
enforcement activities.

The establishment and strength ofcivil service staff for lift and escalator safely in 2009-10 are 28
and 36 respectively. Ihe staff strength has included the additional manpower resources (one
Electrical & Mechanical Engineer and seven Inspectors) deployed to strengthen the lift inspection

In regard to the new initiatives on public education and publicity lo enhance the lift and escalator
safety, the Department will deploy existing manpower resources to take on the additional
workload, and no additional expenditure will be incurred. The public education and publicity work
plan in 2009-10 will include briefing to District Councils on the enhancement measures on lift and
escalator safety, holding public seminars for lift and escalator owners and property management
agents on managing lift and escalator maintenance contracts, ambassador visits lo schools and
distributing publications on safe use of lifts and escalators.
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