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Abstract

Climate change has become an unprecedented challenge
of human. Being part of the international community, the
Government of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR) has been striving to formulate long-term strategies
and measures in combating climate change and focusing on
a low carbon built environment. One of the effective and
proven means to achieve this goal is by promoting energy
efficiency in buildings.

Buildings account for about 89% of the total electricity
consumption in Hong Kong. To reduce carbon emission,
it is imperative to improve energy efficiency in buildings.
In connection with this objective, the Electrical &
Mechanical Services Department (EMSD) has issued a
series of Building Energy Code (BEC) since 1998, covering
four key types of building service installations, including
lighting, air-conditioning, electrical as well as lift and
escalator installations. The BEC stipulates the minimum
energy performance standards of these installations.
EMSD has also launched the voluntary Hong Kong Energy
Efficiency Registration Scheme for Buildings to promote
the application of BEC in order to improve the energy
efficiency in buildings. However, the participation rate of
the private sector to the voluntary Registration Scheme is
not promising. As a result, the Government has decided
to give a pushing force by mandating compliance with the
BEC through legislation.

The public consultation which ended in March 2008
concluded that the mandatory implementation of BEC was
in the right direction for promoting energy efficiency and
conservation in buildings. Given the general support from
the public and various stakeholders, the relevant Buildings
Energy Efficiency Bill was introduced into the Legislative
Council of HKSAR in December of 2009. The Bill seeks to
require specified types of building to comply with the codes
of practice promulgated by EMSD concerning the energy
efficiency of building service installations as well as energy
audits. The Bill was passed by the Legislative Council in
November 2010. This paper will give a brief account of this
new legislation.
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