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Buildings Energy Efficiency Ordinance
Came into Full Operation in September 2012
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The Building Energy Code and Energy Audit Code

published by EMSD

About 90 per cent of the electricity in Hong
Kong is consumed by buildings. To enhance
building energy efficiency and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, the Government
has enacted the Buildings Energy Efficiency
Ordinance (Cap. 610) (BEEO), which came
into full operation on 21 September, 2012.
The BEEO covers a wide variety of
prescribed buildings, including commercial
buildings and various types of government
buildings. The types of buildings governed
are listed in Schedule 1 of the ordinance.

The BEEO requires the responsible parties,
such as developers, owners, tenants,
occupiers etc (also including government
bureaux/departments playing these roles), of
prescribed buildings to comply with the
Building Energy Code (BEC) published by
the EMSD for new building projects and
major retrofitting works on the concerned
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Mr. Leung Hon-man from the EMSD introduced the
BEEOQ to the public at a briefing session in July 2012

building services installations including
lighting, electrical, air-conditioning, lift and
escalator installations. The BEEO also
requires the building owners of the
commercial buildings to carry out energy audit
for the commercial buildings in accordance
with the Energy Audit Code (EAC).

Although government buildings are not
regarded as commercial buildings and the
energy audit of government buildings is thus
not mandatory, government policies have
been put in place to monitor and reduce the
energy consumption of government
buildings.

In July 2012, the EMSD organised three
sessions of “Briefing on Government Energy
Consumption Reporting” including a briefing
on the BEEO, for various government
bureaux / departments, to enhance
government colleagues’ awareness of the
new ordinance. As one of the government’s
works agents, the Electrical and Mechanical
Services Trading Fund is very pleased to
provide technical support to bureaux /
departments in complying with the statutory
requirements.

For details of the BEEO, please visit the EMSD'’s
website (http:/mww.beeo.emsd.gov.hk/) to
access the full text of the ordinance, publicity
materials, the BEC and EAC, and FAQs. The
Energy Efficiency Office of the EMSD may
be contacted at 3757 6156 or via e-mail
mbec@emsd.gov.hk for enquiries or further
information.



