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Leading Lift Modernisation
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The “Guidelines for Modernising Existing Lifts” set
out seven solutions for older lifts enhancement.
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EMSD is taking the lead in Iift
modernisation in Hong Kong by enhancing
all existing lifts in government premises,
setting an example for the private sector to
follow suit to make their lifts safer, more
reliable and comfortable.

All the lifts in Hong Kong were installed in
different decades. Although these lifts
were installed to the level of technology
appropriate at the time, rapid technology
advancement in recent years means there
is room for enhancement. Therefore, we
have set out seven solutions for older lifts
enhancement in the “Guidelines for
Modernising Existing Lifts”. The solutions
include installation of a double brake
system, an unintended car movement
protection device, an ascending car
overspeed protection device, an
obstruction switch to protect suspension

ropes, car door mechanical lock and door
safety edge, and adding an intercom and
CCTV system and automatic rescue
devices.

For the government Ilift modernisation
project led by EMSD, it is carried out in
three phases starting from April 2013. We
provide one-stop engineering solution
services to all client departments, from
preliminary assessment, tender
preparation, project execution to
completion of modernisation and
resumption of lift services.

In the course of modernisation work, we
have encountered quite a few challenges.
Most of the premises are occupied and
suspension of lift services is a serious
nuisance, especially for venues like staff
quarters and community centres with only
one lift. Modernisation work has to be
completed in the shortest period possible.
We also must pay special attention to
mitigate noise that may arise from the
modernisation works in libraries, court
buildings, cultural centres and museums.

We have so far completed lift
modernisation work for more than 20
government buildings. The aim is to
complete the project by 2016. By that time,
contractors will have become familiar with
lift modernisation work and the cost of lift
parts should become increasingly
affordable. It will be much easier for the
private sector to modernise their lifts to
enhance public safety.
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Double brake system installed on a lift machine to
better protect lift passengers.



