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New Standard to Measure Motorcycle Seat Height with
OSH Consideration
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Our initiative to establish an “effective
height” of a motorcycle seat by re-defining
and standardising the measuring method
will help enhance the occupational safety
and health (OSH) of users. The new
motorcycle seat height standard and
measuring method have been well
received by client departments, users and
the trade.
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The measuring method utilises the simple principle
of gravity. By placing a pre-tensioned steel wire over
the motorcycle’s seat, we can easily measure the
“arch length” formed between the rider’s left and
right foot at the point of contact with the ground.
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We measure the “arch length” and determine the
“effective height” of a motorcycle seat for our user.
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Concerned about the OSH of users, our colleagues work together to make continuous improvements for our
client department, and receive appreciation and recognition.

The general method to measure
motorcycle seat height is to measure the
vertical distance between the seat and the
ground surface, but this method makes it
difficult to procure suitable motorcycles for
users of different physical builds. This is
because the width of the vehicle would
affect the distance between the rider’s feet
and the road surface as he balances the
vehicle.

Our new initiative is to measure the “arch
length” formed between the rider’s left and
right foot at the point of contact with the
ground when he is straddling on the
motorcycle seat. The length is referred to

as an “effective height” of a motorcycle
seat because the width of the vehicle has
been taken into consideration.

After numerous tests on different
motorcycle models, data analysis and
verification, we have specified the
re-defined “effective height” and its
measuring method in two major motorcycle
procurement tenders recently. The
“effective height” has been accepted and
recognised by client departments and
users. It is believed that it will become a
new standard to be adopted by the trade in
future.



