
EMSD is committed to supporting 
building sustainability and nurturing a 
liveable environment for all.  The EMSD 
Headquarters Building has been awarded 
the Provisional Platinum Rating under the 
Building Environment Assessment Method 
for Existing Buildings (BEAM Plus EB) 
Version 1.2, a comprehensive 
environmental assessment scheme 
recognised by the Hong Kong Green 
Building Council.  It is also the city’s first 
building of government departmental 
headquarters being awarded a Provisional 
Platinum Rating under the BEAM Plus EB 
(Government, Institutional & Community) 
category, in recognition of its outstanding 
green performance.

In achieving the certification, we have set a 
successful example of converting an 
existing building into a green one that 
satisfies the latest BEAM Plus standards.  
The experience gained can be applied to 
help other government buildings achieve 
the certification, in particular existing 
buildings, which face more challenges than 
new buildings in meeting the BEAM Plus 
green performance criteria.

Buildings account for around 62% of city 
carbon emissions in Hong Kong, thus 

retrofitting existing buildings into 
sustainable units is increasingly important. 

The BEAM Plus assessment award credits 
based on the performance of a building in 
six aspects: “site”, “materials”, “energy 
use”, “water use”, “indoor environmental 
quality” as well as “innovations and 
additions”. The EMSD Headquarters 
Building achieved an overall score of 80.3 
with exceptionally outstanding 
performance in “site”, “energy use”, and 
“innovations and additions” aspects.

The BEAM Plus certification process has 
also helped us develop and implement 
green building operation and management 
practices, such as adopting appropriate 
plans for specific activities in green 
purchasing, energy management, water 
conservation, waste management and 
integrated pest control. These practices 
have yielded significant results, such as 
reduction of over 30% in annual water 
consumption, and that over 70% of items 
purchased at the headquarters are now 
certified as environmentally friendly.


